Evensong: Canticles For The Earth
By
Meg Bowles
Written by
Steve Sheppard

Five years ago I walked upon a Shimmering Earth created by the artist and my
life changed, the beauty of that Meg Bowles album filled my soul with much
hope, something that I needed at the time, the gentle waves of luscious synths
eased my psyche and here, five years later, she is back with an album so
tranquil and calming to behold called Evensong: Canticles For The Earth.
We begin our journey of galactic proportions with the opening piece Hymnus.
This mixture of textures and progression, then a smooth but vast realm of
electronic genius is on offer for us all on this opening composition. One could
easily become part of the music here and simply float into a dimension of
sound with this quite stunning start.
Bowles follows that powerful beginning with an equally amazing composition
called Migration at Dusk. You will note the complete change in energy here as
Bowles uses her keyboards and synths to create a vast horizon of musical
brilliance, then brings in a sense of sequenced movement, that seems to take
us by the hand and swirl us along with the sounds of an otherworldly
dimension, in a similar style to fellow electronic composer Jonn Serrie.
The Ridgewalker is a fascinating composition, the slow and deliberate artistic
endeavour to create a visual that is almost film score in intention is achieved
here with ease. I could for example imagine the story I am reading (The Dark
Tower, Stephen King) and follow the path of the man in black as he is spotted
crossing the great desert and for a moment appears as a shadow figure on the
ridge of the far western mountain range. This opus would be perfect for that
specific soundtrack. The floating synths create a level of mysticism here that is

the chief narrator of this most sublime of ethereal pieces, one that I think I will
be revisiting many times over.
The shortest track off the album is up next at just shy of six minutes and
entitled Chalice of Shadows. For some reason I felt quite emotional whilst
listening to this; there is a deepness that takes you inward, but also a vastness
that can not only be felt, but seen too. The energy of this track is incredibly
moving, it is as if we are standing literally on the edge of infinity and gazing out
across the divide of time and space. This piece is filled with an unfound
mystery, a tapestry of electronic music that seems to float back and forth like
some huge galactic wave, and where we may float to, is another entirely
unknown dimension; the performance here is simply stunning.
We now drift into the heavenly arms of the next piece Berceuse For A Star
Child. This delicate, but soothing lullaby takes us in its embrace and calms the
soul; the steady progression on keyboards and synths is simply blissful. In a
way, this is our anthem, are we not all part of everything and thus all part of
this wonderful universal experience called, life?
The penultimate offering is called Evensong and being the title track, we now
have ten magical minutes to walk musically along with the artist. This is an
incredibly poignant offering and the narrative of tone and timbre allow is to
also be grateful for being able to experience the one thing we all share, life.
The deepness of the synths here is a constant reminder of however this life has
gone for us; we must share and remind ourselves of the need to be grateful for
it. For me the intensity of performance here states that, and what a better
time to give thanks and gratitude but at the end of another day.
We can now safely float into the last composition of the album and this final
moment of electronic bliss is called Time And Light. This is also the longest
track off the album at exactly fifteen minutes. This long form opus of power
and grace is the perfect way to end the album. We can also revel in the drifting
and swirling nature of the piece, as we go back and forth from major to minor
in arrangement, in a similar style to the UK’s leading synth performer Kevin
Kendle. Time itself here seem to be forming, capitulating to universal oneness
and then dissipating into a realm of no time at all, perhaps just one of pure
light, this is one quite breath taking offering.

Evensong: Canticles For The Earth by Meg Bowles has to be one of the stand
out electronic albums of the year so far, and manifests vast reaching and
almost eternal levels of ambience whilst doing so. This is a remarkable album,
one that I absolutely enjoyed. Her style and professionalism and artistic
intelligence has thus brought into this world a release, that will truly make us
gaze once again upwards to the stars with the same wide eyed wonder of a
child, a thoroughly recommended album indeed.

